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Current Research Interests

My current research concerns information problems in democracy, specifically in the United States. Democratic citizens
need to use information to contribute to collective decisions. The tasks of curating and organizing that information is
prohibitively costly for individual citizens to undertake on their own, and must necessarily be done collectively. How are
these tasks collectively undertaken in public discourse, and what are the behavioral consequences?

One strand of my research in this area concerns the dynamics of contemporary public discourse. This includes papers
examining how political coalitions develop and maintain ideologies, building on prior models of “long" coalition forma-
tion (POQ – Rhetorical ’What Goes With What’, R&R at Political Behavior); how prior work concerning the effects of decision
rules on gender (in)equality in political discussions translates to highly visible settings where discussions are norm-bound
rather than rule-bound (JOP); how individuals curate information from a variety of sources to advance their political goals
(APSR, Nature, Nature Human Behaviour); and elite polarization and representation more broadly (PRQ, Science Advances,
JQD). A second strand of research concerns behavioral consequences of these dynamics – how democratic citizens re-
spond to public discourse? This manifests in a variety of settings, such as science communication (BJPS, POQ – COVID-19
Spillover), racial attitudes (JREP, PSQ), and voting behavior (PNAS, POQ – Strategic Discrimination).

I have recently begun a new project that examines the consequences of recent structural transformations in our informa-
tion environment, which have led citizens to increasingly encounter non-institutional sources of political information and
opinion leadership. Empirical work in this area examines political and politics-adjacent podcasts, collecting large scale
show- and episode-level data and developing network-based methods for surveying podcast audiences beyond the minor-
ity of respondents who listen to the biggest shows. Current work in progress from this project include understanding the
high-level structure of the podcast ecosystem based on the network of which guests appear on which shows, quantifying
the relative extent of intentional versus incidental exposure to political discussion, and testing prevailing theories regard-
ing audience composition and behavior that have thus far only been empirically studied using individual (and potentially
anomalous) shows.
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